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The  Saunterer 


The  name  given  to  our  NEWSLETTER  comes  from  the 
belief  that  Thoreau  was  the  first  to  use  the  word 
?  saunter5 '  or  'sauntering*  in  the  sense  of  slow  walking 
while  meditating.  The  second  paragraph  in  his  paper 
"Walking"  he  devotes  to  the  possible  derivation  of 
i! sauntering' :  from  wanderers  in  the  Middle  Ages  who 
claimed  to  be  going  ra  la  Sainte  Terre,"1-  to  the  Holy 
Land.   Some  of  these  pilgrims  found  the  going  rough 
and  instead  of  continuing  became  vagabonds.  Thus  the 
term  "saunterer"  came  to  have  the  connotation  of 
idlers  along  the  way.  Thoreau *s  interpretation  now 
has  wide  acceptance,  earning  him  the  reputation  of 
Concord  saunterer,  where  he  himself  says  he" traveled 
widely." 


OUR  THUMBNAIL  HISTORY  TO  DATE 

May,  1966:  Thoreau  Foundation  incorporation  papers 
received. 

June  1*+,  1966:   Thoreau  Lyceum  property  papers  passed: 
purchased  through  a  $5000  gift  and  a  per- 
sonal loan,  to  include  repairs. 

Summer  and  Fall:   First  Honorary  Trustees  named.  They 
are:   Brooks  Atkinson,  Richard  Borden, 
Wilmon  Brewer,  August  Derleth,  Lew  Dietz, 
John  Kieran,  Leonard  Kleinfeld,   Joseph 
Wood  Krutch,  Adolph  Murie ,  Paul  Oehser, 
Sigurd  Olson,  Eliot  Porter,  Arnold  Rhodes, 
Roland  Robbins,  Odell  Shepard,  Edwin  Way 
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small  gifts.  On  October  25th  we  received  a  box  of  two 
dozen  books  from  our  first  Life  Member,  Wade  Van  Dore, 
from  his  personal  library.  They  include  such  authors 
as  Sanborn,  Longstreth,  Gleason,  W.  H.  Hudson,  Teale, 
Olson,  Krutch,  Muir  and  Christman.  Can  you  add  to  this 
collection.  Our  own  new  book  plates  go  into  each  of 
our  library  books. 

The  natural  history  room,  not  finished  yet,  will 
have  upper  walls  of  pegboard  for  shelf  variations;  the 
lower  half  is  grooved  pine  for  its  natural  look. 

A  glassed-in  sunny  porch  upstairs,  which  faces 
south,  will  make  a  fine  conference  room.  Members  visit- 
ing us  from  afar  will  enjoy  relaxing  on  that  sunny  porcl 

We  have  a  fairly  large  cellar  of  the  old-fashioned 
kind,  with  perfectly  laid  field-stone  walls.  The  floor 
is  being  cemented  for  safe ,  dry  storage  purposes . 

At  the  back  of  our  long  yard,  near  the  "Thoreau-1 
tracks, n  we  are  putting  up  a  large  bird  feeding  station. 
This  will  permit  bird  photography  work,  bird  behavior 
studies,  and  help  with  the  compilation  of  bird  records 
for  Concord;  because  of  Thoreau !s  Journal  notes,  the 
most  continuous  bird  records  in  the  nation  are  those 
for  Concord. 


SAYS  HENRY  TO  HIMSELF 

On  November  11,  1851,  when  Thoreau  had  already 
been  keeping  a  Journal  for  14  years ,  and  was  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  it  and  himself,  he  wrote , n ' Says 
I  to  myself1  should  be  the  motto  of  my  journal.75  From 
this  we  fashion  a  title  for  this  column.  Under  this 
banner  we  shall  refresh  your  memory,  or  call  to  your 
attention,  interesting  and  apropos  passages  from  his 
writings.   If  you  have  favorite  quotations  let  us  know 
of  them  so  they  can  appear  here.  For  this  first  SAYS 
HENRY  TO  HIMSELF  we  have  chosen  an  Indian  passage,  both 
in  honor  of  the  Benjamin  Smith  collection  and  because 
Thanksgiving  Day  month  is  a  time  for  Indian  reflections. 
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are  an  already  enlarged  one  of  the  Penobscot-Allegash 
River  area  of  Maine,  which  portrays  Thoreau's  Maine 
woods  travels,  and  some  of  his  own  maps     which  he 
assembled  from  his  surveying  notes. 

As  soon  as  possible  we  will  work  out  many  walk 
maps  for  Concord  woodland  trails.   One  of  the  projected 
Lyceum  activities  is  to  develop  a  walk  and  horse-riding 
trail  encircling  Concord,  through  various  wild  lands, 
including  tovfn   conservation  lands,  in  cooperation  with 
local  conservation  authorities,  and  under  the  guidance 
of  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  advisors. 

THOREAU  CONCORD  ITINERARY 

A  pamphlet  guide  to  the  major  Thoreau  sites  in 
Concord  is  being  prepared  by  the  Thoreau  Society.   It 
will  be  available  by  springy  at  the  Old  North  Bridge, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Booth  and  the  Thoreau  Lyceum. 
A  copy  will  be  sent  free  upon  request  to  Lyceum  members 

Walter  Harding *s  Professional  Honor 

Our  congratulations  go  to  Dr.  Walter  Harding,  Exec- 
utive Director  of  the  Thoreau  Society,  who  was  recently 
appointed  full  professor  in  the  English  Department  of 
the  State  University  of  Education  at  Geneseo,  New  York. 
His  superb  publications  on  Thoreau,  his  devotion  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  to  the  Thoreau  Society,  and  his 
genuine  understanding  of  "our  Henry?  ,  have  long  since 
earned  him  top  title  in  his  professional  field. 

Send  Us  Clippings 

We  plan  to  build  up  an  intensive  file  of  newspaper 
and  magazine  clippings  on  Thoreau  in  particular,  but 
also  on  the  other  authors  associated  with  Concord, - 
Emerson,  Hawthorne,  Ellery  Channing,  the  Alcotts,  Mar- 
garet Fuller,  and  Franklin  B.  Sanborn.   We  want  foreign 
items  as  well  as  those  published  in  English. 

Henry  Across  the  Seas 

Leonard  Kleinfeld,  one  of  our  Honorary  Trustees, 
just  returned  from  three  trips  which  took  him  around 
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30  and  31  for  members  of  the  Thoreau  Lyceum.  Members 
of  the  Thoreau  Society  will  be  our  guests .   If  you 
plan  to  come  from  quite  a  distance  and  find  weather 
conditions  too  bad  to  drive,  there  are  frequent  buses 
and  trains  in  and  out  of  Concord  daily  from  Boston; 
both  stop  at  the  railroad  station  one  block  from  the 
Lyceum . 

How  about  starting  (Christmas  tradition)  a  bird  or 
nature  card  to  Henry?  Hang  the  card  on  your  Christmas 
tree.  The  day  after  Christmas  mail  it  to  us  so  we  can 
put  it  on  display  in  the  Lyceum.  Add  any  message  you 
might  want  us  to  read  for  you  or  which  can  be  read 
where  the  card  is  on  display. 

Among  programs  planned  for  the  get-to-gether  will 
be  slides  of  Thoreau  haunts,  and  the  Texas  House,  by 
Roland  Robbins  and  others.  Bring  your  own  slides  and 
photographs  which  you  have  taken  in  Concord,  for  a 
showing.  Thoreau  tape -recordings  will  be  on  hand.  A; 
this  is  a  beautiful  New  England  village  in  winter, 
walks  through  the  woods  will  be  planned  for  those  in- 
terested.  If  sufficient  ice  has  formed,  some  of  you 
may  walk  across  Walden  Pond  for  the  first  time.  Victor] 
Lee  Stables  is  nearby,  where  we  will  schedule  a  sleigh 
or  haywagon  ride.   Skiing,  if  enough  snow  is  on  the 
ground,  is  possible  on  any  of  Concord's  famous  hills, - 
Annursnac,  Nashawtuc,  Ball's  Hill,  etc. 

ft  &  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

We  are  a  non-profit  educational  Foundation,  and 
our  tax-exemption  papers  are  on  file.  You  may  send  a 
donation  anytime  you  wish;  it  will  help  us  get  under 

way*  *  ft  v?  *  *  *  *• 

CURRENTLY  FOR  SALE  AT  THE  LYCEUM 

Stationery:   10  sheets  and  10  envelopes.  $1.00 
Large,  green  on  white. 

1.  Wild  Balsam  Apple 

2.  Wild  Andromeda  with  Thoreau  quote. 
Small:  green  on  green 

1.  Wild  Andromeda  wreath  enclosing  a  Thoreau 
quote . 
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